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VISITING THE CHILDREN'S HOME IN MANZINI

Visiting Swaziland

by Jamie Dennett, Child Sponsor Program Coordinator

A team visited our program in
late February. This was my first
visit to Swaziland. The other two
team members had already been
in Africa for two weeks visiting
other programs. We met in
Johannesburg, South Africa, and
then flew into Swaziland to meet
Thabsile from The Fortress.

Since | had only my school
vacation in which to travel, we
had only a few days in which to
do our work. After some errands
on Monday, we visited the
children’s home. We met the
eleven children and teens living
there, updated the information
we needed and took new
individual photos of them. As
evidenced by the photo above,
we also took a few fun shots as
well!

We also saw nine other children
who live nearby that Thabsile
wanted to add to the program.
These are vulnerable children
who need help with their
schooling fees and supplies. We
learned that a complete uniform
costs approximately $75 US. Only
three of these children live with a
parent. The others live with a
sibling, an aunt, or a grandparent.

Feeding Programs

Thabsile also asked us to add
children from two feeding
programs and nearby schools.
Although the feeding programs
are subsidized by the
government, a preschool is part
of the program. The children we
saw are especially needy.
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Some little ones grabbed onto
Marilee’s hands as we entered the
room used for the feeding station and
preschool. She was more than happy
to sit with them!

Jamie C.

In our travels we saw these large
pineapple fields. They seemed to go
on forever, making a nice contrast to
the red dirt!
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but it was heart-breaking to see
the ones who had been
abandoned.

We will continue to have the
children from The Fortress’
children’s home listed separately
The grandmothers (Gogos) often since they are two different
programs. Currently, there are Jamie Dennett
only three children from the
children’s home who need
sponsors.

Serving joyfully,

Child Sponsor Coordinator

Please check our website for
more information in the days
ahead.
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